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Gordon McInally
Rotary International President, 2023-2024

Dear District Governor-elect,

Many congratulations on your appointment to lead your district. Your support 
team at Rotary and I are excited to begin this significant leadership journey with 
each of you!

Gordon R. McInally, a member of the Rotary Club of South Queensferry, Lothian, 
Scotland, is the selection of the Nominating Committee for President of Rotary 
International for 2023-24.

McInally has been a Rotary member since 1984. He has been president and 
vice president of Rotary International in Great Britain and Ireland. He has 
also served Rotary International as a director and as member or chair of 
several committees. He iserved as an adviser to the 2022 Houston Convention 
Committee and chair of the Operations Review Committee.

McInally believes we have learned there is a willingness within communities 
to care for one another and we must ensure that we encourage people who 
have recently embraced the concept of volunteering to join us to allow them 
to continue giving service. He also believes that the best way to increase 
membership is engagement. To better support clubs, he says, Rotary 
International, regional leaders, and district teams all need to engage with them. 
Engagement through social media will reinforce Rotary’s brand and showcase 
the opportunities that come with it.

International Assembly 2023
The culmination of your training will be the 2023 International Assembly.  The 
assembly will take place from 8-12 January 2023, at the Rosen Shingle Creek in 

Orlando, Florida, USA.  

Theme
This January, I look forward to sharing with you our 2023-2024 theme. This 
theme is intended to unite our class of governors and inspire our actions for our 
term together. While we are all part of the same team, it is also important to me 
that we celebrate our differences - and part of that is encouraging our unique 
personalities and styles to shine. 

Each of you has unique personal, professional, and Rotary experience. All of 
those experiences make you specially prepared to lead. In the coming year, 
at GETS, the International Assembly, and in your district, I encourage you to 
listen to and learn from your classmates. Your fellow Rotarians are a wealth of 
knowledge, and when we unite, inspire and learn from each other, Rotary will 
grow stronger.

Warmest regards,

R. Gordon R. McInally
President, Rotary International 2023-24

ONE ROTARY CENTER
1560 SHERMAN AVENUE
EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 60201-3698 USA
ROTARY.ORG
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Greetings 2023-2024 
Club Presidents - 
District 7710,
This is Our Year!
I want to welcome each of you to a year 
where we will connect, collaborate, and 
build our communities. Together, we will 
change lives through our service. Thank 
you for taking that step forward into 
leadership. This is a huge commitment 
which I ensure you are ready for. You 
do not have to be perfect, but have a 
willingness to listen, learn, and grow. As 
you have taken on the responsibility to 
lead your club, we want to move forward 
in membership, foundation giving, and 
connecting with the communities we 
serve. We have had to pivot through the pandemic and now we want to go 
back to inspiring, motivating, and connecting with each other.

We also want to make this a fun year where we can collaborate whenever 
possible as we know there is power in numbers and support. I look to you to be 
a support to each other as well as your clubs. I will always be a resource for you 
and as your District Governor, I look forward to working with each of you.

July 1st will begin our journey together. Let us prepare to have a successful year 
and build a legacy we are proud of. Be intentional about planning your year 
and what you wish to accomplish.

All things are possible when there is a purpose!

Yours in Rotary Service,

Veronica Bent
Governor 2023-2024
Rotary District 7710

Rotary unites problem solvers around the globe to do more good. Like providing job training and 
supporting local entrepreneurs to help revitalize the places we call home. Connecting to make 

communities stronger — that’s what people of action do. Learn more at rotary.org /action.
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WHO ARE WE?
Rotary is a global network of 1.4 million neighbors, friends, leaders, and 

problem-solvers who see a world where people unite and take action to create 
lasting change – across the globe, in our communities, and in ourselves.

WHAT WE DO
Rotary members believe that we have a shared responsibility to take action on 

our world’s most persistent issues. Our 46,000+ clubs work together to:

Promote peace
Fight disease

Provide clean water, sanitation, and hygiene
Save mothers and children

Support education
Grow local economies

Protect the environment

OUR MISSION
We provide service to others, promote integrity, and advance world 

understanding, goodwill, and peace through our fellowship of business, 
professional, and community leaders.

VISION STATEMENT
Together, we see a world where people unite and take action to create lasting 

change — across the globe, in our communities, and in ourselves.

THE FOUR-WAY TEST

2.
Is it FAIR to all concerned?

4.
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

3.
Will it build GOODWILL and 
BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?

of the things we think, say or do
The Four-Way Test is a nonpartisan and nonsectarian 
ethical guide for Rotarians to use for their personal and 
professional relationships.

Is it the TRUTH?
1.
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OUR STRUCTURE
Rotary is made up of three parts: our clubs, Rotary International, and 

The Rotary Foundation. Together, we work to make lasting change in our 
communities and around the world.

My Rotary is an
excellent resource!

LEARNING CENTER
Get trained

Make Donations
and so much more!

Visit:
www.rotary.org/myrotary
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What Am I Expected to do as President-
Elect? Roles and Responsibilities of the  
President-Elect
• Consult the club president on the current status of the club 
• Serve as a director of your club’s board
• Appoint committee chairs and a trainer for your year
• Supervise the preparation of the club budget 
• Encourage incoming club officers to attend the district training assembly 
• Create an account on My Rotary
• Attend your presidents-elect training seminar (PETS), district training 

assembly, and district conference 
• Set and track goals for your club in Rotary Club Central on My Rotary
• Ensure all club officers are reported on My Rotary so they can receive 

important communications from Rotary International

What Am I Expected to do as President?   
Roles and Responsibilities of the President
• Set goals for each committee. Encourage communication between club 

and district committees. Review activities, goals, and expenditures, and 
participate in decisions

• Supervise the preparation of a club budget and proper accounting practices, 
including an annual financial review

• Make sure your secretary and treasurer have an account on My Rotary to 
update membership and club data regularly. Check-in regularly to make 
sure this is done

• Collaborate with the governor and assistant governor on club and district 
matters

• Communicate important information from the governor and Rotary 
International to club members 

• Prepare for the district governor’s visit 
• Follow Rotary’s youth protection policies and the Statement of Conduct for 

Working with Youth, and implement the requirements for the Youth Exchange 
program

• Plan and lead monthly board meetings
• Plan and lead interesting and relevant club meetings, and organize fun 

social events
• Ensure that comprehensive training is conducted for club members, as 

needed
• Involve members in carrying out your club’s goals, outlined in Rotary Club 

Central. Track your club’s goals in Rotary Club Central
• Encourage members to attend district meetings, and promote the Rotary 

Convention
• Attend the district conference
• Submit an annual report to your club on the club’s status before leaving 

office
• Work with your successor before leaving office – create a succession plan for 

your club
• Arrange for a joint meeting of the incoming board of directors with the 

outgoing board – allow enough time for your incoming officers to be trained
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LEADERSHIP 
RESPONSIBILITIES

As President-Elect
• Appoint club committee chairs based on their skills and report them on  

my.rotary.org
• Prepare your club’s leadership team for the coming year
• Identify the types of support your district offers
• Provide continuity of leadership in the club and its committees

As President
• Provide clear communication among your club and district leaders 
• Recognize the accomplishments of club leaders and members
• Motivate members to reach goals
• Listen to all members and make sure their needs are met

What would you and your club like to 
accomplish? It is time to set your goals.
• Remember to connect, collaborate, and make positive changes in   

your community
• Set your goals and create an action plan to achieve them – do not forget to 

check in on the progress
• Encourage participation from your club members - engagement    

is important
• Celebrate accomplishments big or small

PLANNING YOUR YEAR
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SETTING YOUR GOALS IN 
ROTARY CLUB CENTRAL

You should survey your members for guidance as to determine which goals to 
set. If you wish to see your club’s trends, you can find this information on Rotary 
Club Central. You should set goals that are attainable. If you need guidance, 
please consult your club’s leadership team.

The following club officers will have access to 
the club’s goals in Rotary Club Central:
• President
• Secretary
• Treasurer
• Foundation Chair
• Membership Chair
• Executive Secretary

After you have set the goals, involve all members in implementing your club’s 
action plan to achieve them. Your club’s leadership team is a good resource in 
helping you with this.

Your club leadership team may consist of the 
following:
• Club board members
• Club trainer
• Sergeant-at-arms
• Committee chairs

Encourage club leaders to attend district training for their roles and My Rotary 
is an excellent training resource. It is also important that there is a smooth 
transition. Please ensure that proper training and shadowing has occurred for 
the roles of secretary or treasurer if a new person will assume this role.

YOUR LEADERSHIP TEAM

ROTARY CLUB CENTRAL
POINTS YOU IN THE 
RIGHT DIRECTION
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As president, it is important that you meet with your board of directors regularly. 
You should set a consistent time for these meetings. Use these meetings to 
make decisions about the club, voting on new members, sharing ideas, and 
making sure the club is going in the right direction. It is important that everyone 
is on the same page. Take the opportunity to ensure that your club’s by laws 
are up to date.

Please direct your Secretary, Treasurer, and Sergeant-at-arms for Basics 
course in the Learning Center.

You are responsible for overseeing the work 
of all committees to help them reach the 
club’s goals. Examples of some committees 
are as follows:
• Membership
• Public Image
• Rotary Foundation
• Service
• Fundraising – mitigate 

risks in your planning

YOUR CLUB
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

You can help foster continuity in your leadership team, especially for activities 
extending beyond a single Rotary year, by developing a working relationship 
with your successor. Collaborate with your team to outline a smooth transition 
process. Prepare new team members by involving them in activities and 
leadership roles before they take office.

• Engage members in your club
• Be intentional about establishing initiatives that go beyond your year
• Plan for the unexpected
• Motivate others to lead

WHY IS A SUCCESSION 
PLAN IMPORTANT?
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Encourage club leaders to attend district training for their roles and My Rotary 
is an excellent training resource. It is also important that there is a smooth 
transition. Please ensure that proper training and shadowing has occurred for 
the roles of secretary or treasurer if a new person will assume this role.

The RLI Program
The Zone 33 Rotary Leadership Institute conducts over 25 events each year in 
the states of Delaware, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
Virginia, West Virginia, and The District of Columbia. The program consists of 
separate sessions, Part I, Part II, and Part III. Attendees progress through the 
three parts on separate days and complete the program at their own pace.

Each session is highly interactive and therefore, contains a minimum of 
lecturing and provides lots of opportunities for participants to share their 
experiences and ideas. The sessions are led by Rotary leaders who have been 
trained in the facilitation techniques that maximize the learning experience.

Attending RLI is an excellent way to learn more about Rotary. If you are a new 
member or want to learn more, consider attending. Club meetings can be 
limited in exploring Rotary with guest speakers and time limits. RLI allows you 
to ask questions and engage with other Rotarians as you explore Rotary. The 
three-part series can be taken one at a time either in person or online. Please 
visit:

www.rli33.org for more information.

MEMBER EDUCATION
TAKE A

FRESH APPROACH
TO CREATING

A MEANINGFUL
CLUB EXPERIENCE

FIND AND
ATTRACT

NEW MEMBERS

WELCOME
PROSPECTIVE

MEMBERS

ENGAGE
CURRENT
MEMBERS

ACCESS AND
STRENGTHEN

YOUR CLUB
DEI

We have resources
to help you…

Creating a Positive 
Experience

Club brochure 
template

Member Satisfaction 
Survey

Rotary Club
Health Check

Be a reflection of your 
community

What is your Rotary Experience?

Available for download

rotary.org/membership
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RUNNING YOUR CLUB
You are responsible for planning and running engaging meetings. Whether you 
are planning board meetings and club assemblies, preparing for required visits 
from district leaders, or overseeing club finances, your leadership is vital. AS 
PRESIDENT, appoint and meet with your club leadership. Run engaging and fun 
club meetings. Remember to have fun and be your authentic self. It is okay to 
laugh while you lead.

Duties:
• Oversee the 

management of club 
finances and make 
sure your club invoice 
is paid

• Encourage members 
to attend district 
training meetings

• Minimize risk 
associated with   
club activities

• Make certain the 
Rotary logos are   
used properly

• Plan to have club 
assemblies to keep 
the club operations  
in order

REPORTING

CLUB REQUIREMENTS

It is important to keep your club information up-to-date in Rotary’s database 
(My Rotary and DACdb). Please get your credentials for these websites if you 
do not have them already. Make sure your club has a procedure for reporting 
officers and their contact information including email addresses.

Every club is required to submit the following 
to Rotary International: 
• Changes to club member data by 1 July and 1 January in order to receive a 

correct club invoice 
• New and terminated members within 30 days, but no later than 1 July or   

1 January 
• New officers for the next Rotary year and new club meeting information by  

1 February
• Information for the Official Directory by 1 February 
• Use of Rotary Foundation funds, if your club has been awarded a grant 

(district grants are reported through the district foundation grants and 
stewardship teams.) 

• Club goals, including your membership goal, by 1 June (using Rotary   
Club Central)
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FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT
Your fiscal responsibilities include monitoring club funds, practicing good 
stewardship, and making sure that the club complies with all applicable local 
laws, including those concerning taxes and nonprofits. 

Dues and Fees 
Work with your club officers to review or establish a system for collecting 
payments from members and paying dues and fees to Rotary International 
and your district. You may consider establishing a finance committee to collect 
dues that are not current.

Club Dues
Club dues should be collected from members weekly, monthly, or quarterly, 
as determined by your club, with the dues amount set each year. These dues, 
which vary by club, generally fund operating expenses such as meetings, 
meals, speaker gifts, and supplies and should be based on your annual budget.

District Dues
Many districts maintain funds for financing district-sponsored projects and 
supporting district administration, with each club contributing through per 
capita dues. The amount is approved each year at the president-elect training 
seminar, district training assembly, or district conference. 

Rotary International Dues 
Twice a year, clubs are charged per capita dues by Rotary International. All 
dues are payable on 1 July and 1 January. For each new member admitted 
within a club billing cycle, the club must pay prorated dues to Rotary 
International — one-sixth of the amounts listed above for each full month of 
membership. These dues cover the organization’s general operating expenses 
and give you access to Rotary International services and resources, including 
publications in multiple languages; club, district, and project support; training, 
guidance, and resources for incoming club leaders; and the Rotary website.

Rotary Fees
Besides dues, Rotary members are charged for required magazine 
subscriptions, Council on Legislation fees, and other expenses. Two Rotarians 
residing at the same address may subscribe jointly to The Rotarian or their 
regional magazine. 

Club Invoice
Rotary sends an invoice to the club secretary via email in July and in January, 
based on your club’s membership list on 1 July and 1 January. Your secretary 
is responsible for keeping the list updated by adding and removing members’ 
names within 30 days of any changes. Be sure a current club membership list is 
reported to Rotary International so you receive an accurate.
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TERMINATION AND 
REINSTATEMENT

Any club that does not pay its dues and fees to Rotary will be terminated. The 
club can also be suspended or terminated if any of its members has misused 
funds from The Rotary Foundation. 

Termination - Four months after the 1 January or 1 July invoice date, clubs with 
unpaid per capita Rotary dues will be terminated. Clubs that have not fulfilled 
their entire financial responsibility within 150 days of termination will lose their 
original charter and will not be eligible for reinstatement. 

Reinstatement - Any terminated club wanting to be reinstated must pay all 
financial obligations to Rotary, including a reinstatement fee per member, 
within 150 days of termination. It must also provide a current list of members to 
ensure that accurate data is recorded at the time of reinstatement. 

Member termination - Your club secretary should contact any club member 
who fails to pay dues within 30 days after the deadline, communicating an 
absolute deadline and the amount owed in writing. If the dues are not paid 
within 10 days of the notification date, membership may be terminated, if the 
board agrees. The board may reinstate membership if the terminated member 
petitions and pays all his or her club debts.

SUPPORT FROM YOUR 
DISTRICT LEADERS

Your district leaders are here to support you. 
We all have one common goal and that is for 
you to succeed. Please feel to reach out to us 
as needed.
• Governor
• Assistant Governors
• Committees
• Trainer
• Secretary
• Past District Governors
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Your Giving – The Foundation Giving Recognition
You’re giving is a source for service projects 

and our areas of focus.
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Doing Good in the WorldAreas of Focus
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Changing Lives Through Service
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Rotary Brings Communities Together!
PROMOTE YOUR CLUB BY USING THE BRAND CENTER

www.rotary.org/myrotary

HIGHLIGHT YOUR CLUB PROJECTS WITH YOUR 
PUBLIC IMAGE COMMITTEE

Show us what you are doing!
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SPECIAL DATES AT 
A GLANCE

March 17-18, 2023 Attend Carolina PETS in Greensboro, NC

June 28, 2023 Attend D7710 Leadership Transition Banquet- Club 
President’s Induction. Cost $TBD/per person

March–June 2023 Set club goals and enter them into Rotary Central. Enter 
them no later than June 30, 2023, then update them as 
goals are completed

March–June 2023 Develop a strategy to achieve the Rotary Citation. 
Monitor your progress towards the goal

Bi-Monthly Submit a President’s Report to your AG for District 
Council highlighting membership, service projects, and 
community outreach. Please share the challenges you 
might be having

Monthly/Quarterly Attend regular joint meetings or have contact with your 
AG and Area clubs’ leadership team

On-going Encourage attendance at District Training Assemblies

On-going Visit www.rli33.org and encourage club members to sign 
up for RLI

May 17-18, 2024 All Rotarians are invited to attend our District Conference 
in New Bern, NC

May 27–31, 2023 Meet Rotarians around the world while attending the 
Rotary International Convention in Melbourne, Australia

June 8 – 12, 2024 Rotary International Convention in Singapore

DISTRICT CONFERENCE 7710
May 17-18, 2024, New Bern, NC
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DISTRICT GOVERNOR

Veronica Bent
District Governor 2023-2024

Rotary Club of Morrisville
Morrisville, North Carolina USA

Veronica’s Bio
Veronica is originally from Louisiana and still enjoys her Creole culture. She resides 
in Raleigh, NC with her husband Winston and two sons, Daniel and Benjamin. She 
is often found volunteering in her community, Rotary, Pinnacle Financial Partners, 
church, and with her sorority, (Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Incorporated) helping to uplift, 
bring awareness, and support people needing assistance. She is known for partnering 
with other organizations to provide resources and support their mission. Veronica 
has been in the banking industry for over twenty-eight years. She is a Financial 
Advisor and SVP with Pinnacle Financial Partners, where she focuses on community 
development, small business, and commercial lending. She also leads the Diversity 
Equity Inclusion Council at Pinnacle for the Eastern Region and focuses on community 
development. She is a graduate of Fayetteville State University, where she earned 
her Bachelor’s degree in Sociology Education. She also earned an Executive Master’s 
degree from North Carolina Central University in Public Administration and obtained 
her Diversity Equity Inclusion certification from Cornell University.

Veronica’s zest to serve others has led her to many leadership roles in her community 
and Rotary. She became a Rotarian in 2008 and joined the Rotary Club of Morrisville. 
She served her club as President from 2012 - 2013. She went on to serve her club and 
District 7710 in many roles, such as Club Foundation Chair; Club Service Chair; District 
Secretary (2015-2016); District Disaster Relief Committee; District Rotary Against Drugs 
(RADS) Chair; District Four Way Test Essay Contest Chair; Graduate and Facilitator for 
Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI). She is excited to become your Governor in District 
7710 (2023-2024). Veronica is truly a community leader and is the current Chair of 
the Morrisville Chamber of Commerce. (2023). She has served on various boards and 
led many committees. You will find Veronica turning her passion into purpose. She 
continues to live a life filled with service.

Veronica has won numerous awards for her leadership, community service, and 
community partnerships. She was recognized by TBJ 2022 as Leader in Diversity in 
the Triangle and Cary Magazine 2021 Women of Western Wake. She was also named 
Rotarian of the Year by the Rotary Club of Morrisville (2020-2021) and (2016-2017) and 
Jerimiah Morris Community Steward of the Year (2020) and (2017) by the Morrisville 
Chamber of Commerce. She is most proud of the work she has done to help others 
and mentor other women. She believes that you must be intentional about everything 
you do and that living a well-balanced life is essential to achieving your goals.

Leaving a legacy is more about your actions and less about you as an individual.

MEET YOUR 23–24
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Rotary International
Convention 2023

Governor Veronica Bent

IMAGINE 
WHAT’S  
NEXT

REGISTRATION 
CATEGORY

4 JUNE TO  
8 JUNE 2022

9 JUNE 2022 TO 
15 DECEMBER 
2022

16 DECEMBER 
2022 TO  
31 MARCH 2023

1 APRIL TO  
31 MAY 2023

Club member, 
nonmember, or guest, 
age 31 or over

$425 $475 $575 $675

Club member, 
nonmember or guest, 
age 30 or under

$105 $125 $175 $225

Guest age 5-18 $20 $20 $30 $40

Guest under age 5 Free Free Free Free

Saturday, House of 
Friendship only

$60 $60 $60 $100

#Rotary23
Register today at convention.rotary.org

IMAGINE WHAT’S NEXT 
27-31 MAY 2023 | MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA

EN
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MEET YOUR 23–24 MEET THE CAPTAINS
ROTARY DISTRICT 7710 LEADERS ROTARY GOVERNORS CLASS OF 23-24

Veronica Bent
District Governor

Jeff Blass
District Governor Elect

Lisa Higginbotham
District Governor Nominee/District Trainer

(TBA)
District Rotaract Rep

Becca Smith
District Marketing Chair

Debra Decamillis
District Membership Chair

Rose Cornelius
DEI Chair

Katie Gailes
DEI Chair

PDG Leigh Hudson
District Treasurer

PDG Marie Howard
District Rotary Foundation Chair

Sharon Lassiter
District Executive Secretary

AG Area 1 – (TBA)

AG Area 2 – Brad Walker

AG Area 3 – Michele Brownlee

AG Area 4 – Ronnie Faulkner

AG Area 5 – (TBA)

AG Area 6 – Doris Wallace

AG Area 7 – Scott Mackey

AG Area 8 – (TBA)

AG Area 9 – Mary Charles 
Blakebrough

AG District Rotaract Chair – (TBA)
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